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“The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 








“ 
Mrurp Bane Cheatre. 
Tue performances at this house, last right, were Masaniello, and 
Thierna-na-Oge.—There was a very respectable audience, and both 
pieces went off with great spirit. 


€ovent Garden Cheatre, 

Miss SmrrHson made her second appearance at this Theatre lest 
night, and repeated her admirable performance of the heroine, in the 
Tragedy of Jane Shore. We find so much feeling, and true genius, in 
the acting of Miss Smithson, that we cannot refrain from adding to 
our former praise of her, though, by so doing, we may offend the pre- 
judices of certain great critics, who display an inveterate dislike to all 
excellence, which is not of their own finding out. A critic of this 
description is displeased with the attitudinizing of Miss Smithson, 
while he cries up to the very skies the attitudeé of Miss Phillips.— 
We have been one of the foremot to praise the latter lady, therefore, 
shall not be accused of unkind feeling towards her, when we declare 
the attitudes of Miss Smithson, to be not only more beautiful, 
and varied, but to have less the appearance of being studied than 
those of the Drury Lane heroine. —We were partioularly struck, last 
night, with the manner in which Miss Smithson consigned her jewels to 
the care of Alicia; the sight of the casket seemed to recall the memory 
of her past pleasures, only to add to the wretchedness of her present 
state ; the expression of her countenance was perfect, and needed not 
the aid of speech. Her start of horror at Haslings's base proposals, 
and her hurried exit on escaping from him, were equally felicitous.— 
Her death was a master-piece of dramatic excellence, and proved her 
a superior artiste. C. Kemble looked the Lord Hastings to perfec- 
tion, and acted the part with great animation. The Alicia, of Miss 
Lacy, was sufficiently shrewish and viruleat, and formed an excellent 
foil to the gentle Shore. Mr. Egerton’s Glo’sier, was 8 most heavy, 
monotonous performance; and the inferior parts as badly acted as 
heart can desire. The pretty Ballet of Offerings to Venue followed, 
and the amusing Farce of Master's Rival concluded the entertainments 
of the evening. 

Surrey.—The Opera of Love in a Village, and John Overy, were 
performed last night to an excellent house. 


It is reported that overtures have been made to Miss Phillips, by 
the proprietor of the English Theatre in Paris, to perform a limited 
number of nightsin that capital, st the close of the present season at 





Drury Lane, and during the absence of Miss Smithson. These offers 
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are said to have been brought to London by an eminent Parisian ban- 
ker ; but they liave been refused for the present. 


Kine’s Tararre.—That highly gifted singer Madame Pisaroni, had 
her benefit last night, and performed <4reace, to the Semiramide of 
Sontag. Pisaroni sang in the purest, and most delightful manner, and 
acted her part with great feeling. Sontag was quite out of character 
as the Grande Semiramide ; here we missed the soul-stirring strains, 
and the intellectual acting of Pasta. ‘The house was filled by a most 
fashionable audience. 


To the Editoref The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epiror, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street,Covent 
Garden, having just popt in te luxuriate on a capital cup of Coffee, and a true 
Havannah—beg pardon, hope t don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have 
to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Tuesday, I visit that fashionable Establishment, THe Roya Bazaar, 
Oxford Street, to see the Four new Views of The British Dicrama ; one of 

which is York Minster on fire—sublime and awful, but truly grand: the other 
Views equally beautiful ; The Descent from the Cro:s a magnificent group— 
the cut-paper work extremely ingenious. Afterwards lounge about among the 
hundreds of fashionab‘es who daily crowd this place, and-make many little pur- 
chases at the different stands, which abound with every description of elegant 
Articles, at remarkably low prices. 

On Wednesday, I step into the Horse Bazaar, Baker Street—inspect the mag- 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanical Automa—Musica! Lady, Javenile 
Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a magnificent Vase, made by 
order of Napoleon, Birds, &e. In the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s discordant 
notes with some harmony divine, and may be found between 1 and 4 o’clock, at 
Whe Apollonicon ; in St. Martin’s Lane. 

On Thursday, I shall be found, with my Spectacles off, admiring the truly 
grand display of the Wonders of Nature—I don’t mean the Naturals called 
Fops,but the Microscopic Wonders, and Living Picture of Regent Street, ex- 
hibited by Mr. Carpenter, the Optician, in Regent Street. In the evening, I 
drop into Covent Garden Theatre to see. The Invincibles, with The Sublime 
and Bezutiful— always put me in a good humour—! am never tired of hearing 
Wood's ‘ Fairest Flower,’ and Miss Hughes’s ‘ Hunter’s Signal Horn’—beau- 
tifully sung—nightly encored. 

Oe Friday, I shall look in on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fancy 
Glass-working Eahibition—an inge.ious pretty Werkshop. Afterwards, I 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle- Work, in Leicester Square. 

On Saturday—All my country cousins, with Mrs. Pry, are waiting to accom- 

-pany me to that long-established Magazine of Novelties, THe Western Ex- 
CHANGE Bazaar, Old Bond Street—fashion combined with usefulness—elegance 
with economy—lI always pop in at the private door, 14, Burlington Arcade. 

On my way to Drury Lane Theatre, the-handsome Irish Whiskey Store, 17, 
Catherine Street, attracted my attention—stept in, with my *‘ Hope I don’t in- 
trude—met what Mrs. Pry and I have been searching London for, for years— 
genuine unadulterated Malt Whiskey— ordered home some of it, and, after a 
copious trial, recommended this delicious end exhilirating beverage to my 
friends as an infallible remedy against ‘‘ The Blue Devils.” 

Now having given you my week’s perambulations, I'll kill an hour over one 
or two of eight Morning and Evening Papers at this aforesaid Divan, Kiag 
Street—skim the Magazines, take a peep at a Chess match going on, whiff ano- 
ther Cigar, and then for the play—* the play’s the thing’”’—but I intrude— 
beg pardon. Your’s, PAUL Pry 











Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Strand. 
All Communications must be post paid.—Printing in General. 
& The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of Subscribersat 29. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Comedy of The 


- Recruiting Officer. 


Captain Plume, Mr C. KEMBLE, 

Captain Brazen, Mr GREEN, Sergeant Kite, Mr WRENCH, 
Justice Balance; Mr BARTLEY, Bullock, Mr J. REEVE, 
Coster Pearmain, Mr KEELEY, 

Thomas Appletree, Mr MEADOWS, Mr Worthy, Mr DURUSET, 
Mr Scruple, Mr ATKINS, Mr Scale, Mr IRWIN. 
Sylvia.......Mrs CHATTERLEY, Melinda. ....Mrs PINDAR, 
Rose, Miss NELSON, Lucy, Mrs GIBBS. 

After which, the Farce of 


The Irish Tutor. 


Terry O'Rourke, Mr POWER, Doctor Filail, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Mr Tillwell, Mr EVANS, Charles, Mr RAYMOND. 
Rosa.........Miss J. SCOTT, Mary.......Mis J. HUGHES. 
To conclude with Milton’s Masque of 


COMUS. 


The original Music by HANDEL & Dr. ARNE, with Additions by BISHOP. 
The Overture by CHERUBINI. 
The Scenery by Messrs. GRIEVE, F. GRIEVE, W. GRIEVE, &c. 
Comus, Mr C. KEMBLE, 
First Spirit, Mr DURUSET, Second Spirit, Miss H. CAWSE, 
Brothers, Mr HOLL and Miss J. SCOTT, 
Bacchants, Mess. PHILLIPS, B. TAYLOR, STANSBURY, ISAACS, 
Purday, Henry, Mears, Ashton, Birt, Caulfield, Crumpton, &c. 
Satyrs, Mr ELLAR and Mr T. BLANCHARD, 

The Lady....Miss HUGHES, First Bacchante....Miss BYFELD, 
Second ditto, Miss FORDE, Third ditto, Miss GOWARD, 
Euphrosyne,.....Miss COVENEY, Sabrina....... Miss CAWSE. 
Lhe following is a succession of the Scenery, Airs, &c. 

Song, ‘ Nor on beds of fading flowers,’ Miss H. CAWSE, 

Scene, Ethereal Abode of the Spirits, with 2 Wood. & 
Song, ‘ Phoebus sinketh, Mr Phillips, ‘ By dimpled brook,’ Miss Goward. 
Duet, ‘ From tyrant laws,’ Mr B. Taylor and Miss Byfeld. 
BACCHANALIAN DANCE, with @ Pas de Cinque, by Mons. D’ Albert, 
Mesdames Vedy, Bedford, Thomasin, Griffiths. 

Song, ‘Sweet Echo,’ Miss HUGHES. 

Scene & Labyrinth. Song, By the gaily circling glass, Mr Phillips. 
Sung, ‘ Would you taste the noon-tide air,’ Miss Byfeld. 

Quartet, ‘Live and Love,’ Mr Taylor, Mr Purday, Miss Forde, Miss Goward. 
Chorus, * Away, away, to Comus’s Court repair. 

Scene The Palace of Comus, Laughing Song, and Chorus. 
Song, ‘ Bid me Discourse,’ Miss Coveney. ‘The wanton god,’ Ditto. 
‘Preach me not,’ Mr Stansbury. ‘Sabrina, Goddess, hear,’ Mr Duruset, 
Scene Sabrina’s Submarine Palace. 
Recitative, and Air, ‘ Shepherd ’tis my Office,’.......0.--- Miss Cawse. 
Scene Phe Aerial Temple of Bliss. 

Air and Chorus, * Mortals that would happy be,’ Miss H,. Cawse, &c. 














Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, (11th time) a new Grand Opera, called 


MASANIELLO; 


Or, the Dumb Girl of Portici. 


Scenery by Messrs. MARINARI, ANDREWS, ADAMS, and STANFIELD 
The Music composed by Auber, and produced by Mr. T. Cooke. 


*Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fisherman) Mr BRAHAM, 
Don Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy of Naples) Mr T. COOKE, 
Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Friend) Mr LEE, 


Pietro, Friends of Masaniello, Mr BEDFORD, 
Ruffino, and _@ Mr BLAND, 
Moreno, Leaders of the Revolt Mr YARNOLD, 


Selva, Mr C. JONES, Commissioner, Mr FENTON. 
Nobles, Peasants, Pages, Neapolitan Fisherman, Lazzaroni, &c. 


Elvira, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS, 
Fenella....(Masaniello’s Sister)...... Mademoiselle ALEXANDRINE, 
Inis, Miss WESTON, 

Principal Dancers, Mr GILBERT, Mr OSCAR BYRNE, 
Misses ANGELICA, ROSA BYRNE, BASEKE, RYAL, &c. 
Misses Macdonald, Chikini, Ballin, M’Henry, Vallancy, Gear, Web- 
ster, Lane, Willmott, Clare, Bennett, Jones, Irwin, Fenton, &c. 
Messrs. Howell, Barnes, Bartlett, Wieland, Chikini, Brown, Smith, 
Brady, Williams, Jefferies, Wilson, Harrison, Thomas, &c- 


Succession of New Scenery : 


Scene 1 The Gardens of the Viceroy, with Naples in the distance— 
Andrews)—2 Bay of Naples (Stanfield)—3 Apartment in the 
alace (Marinari)—4 The Market Place of Naples (Stanfield) — 

5 Sea Shore (Stanfield) —6 Interior of Masaniello’ Hut (Andrews) 
With distant View of the Heights of Naples (Stanfield)—7 Ves- 
tibule of the Viceroy’s Palace—Vesnvins in the distance—Terrifie 
Eruption (Stanfield.) 


———ie—— 


After which, (9th time) a new Farce, called 


My Wife! What Wife? 


Capt. Hector Tempest, (of the Royal Navy) Mr W. FARREN, 
Captain Hector Tempest, (of the Light Dragoons),..... Mr JONES, 
Simon Pym, Mr HARLEY, 

Blunt, Mr W. BENNETT, Staunch, Mr BROWNE, 
Thomas......... Mr YARNOLD, Allsauce.........Mr SALTER, 


Lady Longpurse......Mrs C. JONES, _Louisa...... Miss CURTIS. 





To-morrow, Masaniello, and Charles the Twelfth. , 








